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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING.
BROADWAY THEATRE, Bttldftj-BOMtiiUJ Gini.
.I* IBM Tuto«.
BOWERY THEATRE, Bcwerj.Wbpt o» tub Wuh-

WN-WllH.lie* &HBPPARD.TlMOUK.

BOSTON'S THEATRE, Chau.teri »tr»«t.Toodl*».
CiitCB i«i Bum Hahic lvp.Dslioatb Uuov.tc

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway.Thb Prison jliu
filter- Tub Si«tbb».Now Foutmah.

BBTROFOLITAN THEATRE, Broadway-EqcMTBi A*
T*S*CBvi>ck*.El Hvdbu.

AMERICAN UrSEVM.Aft«rn*<m-LiTiKG too Fa#t-
A BbOdt m Spite or Himsvxt. F.»«nin(. Ixo.f Kmc .
flimr UiAKT Mkveb Won Fair Lady.

MECHANICS' HALL, 472 BTc»dw»y

BCCELEY'S OPERA BOUSE, 639 Bro»<lw»y.Bu««-
un'i Ethiopia* Opbba Tbovpb.

lew York, Fridajr* Jannary 1'4, 1855,

New* for lb( Pacific.
The rteamthip Star if the Went, Captain E. W. Turner,

-will laave this port this afternoon, at 3 o'clock, for Panta
Aieoas.
The Nrw You Heuli>. California edition.contain¬

ing all the latent news "ty mail and tilefpraph from all
yarta of the worlO, will be published at eleven o'clock
ttua tucruiDg. Agun'.u will pleate tend in their order*
M early be poeaible.

The New*.
The ateamship Baltic, from Liverpool on the 29,h

alt., arrived here yesterday *ftcrLoon at 3 o'clock.
Her sews ia lesi important than might have been
expected.
No change has taken place at Bebastopol. Rjin-

"torcemeniB, amounting in all to 18,000 men, had
keen reoeived by the allies by December 18, and
4,000 Turk# had landed at Eopatoris. The French
had mounted their batteries on the thirds parallel.
On the night of the 6th, the Russians evacuatedthe
redouble at Balaklava, carrying with them eighty-
fife pieces of artillery. By the 15th the damage
dene by the rain to the allies' works had baen re¬

paired. It in said that the Rassi&ns have removed
part of their artillery to the ships, twenty-two of
which are equipped for sea. Sorties took place fre¬
quently, but the Russians were generally repulsed.
Gen. Mensebikoff was sick, and the command had
devolved on Osten Backen. Toe Czar's sons have
>eturned to St. Petersburg.
The Czar is concentrating troops round Moscow

.ad on the Austrian frjn'.ler.looking, it iB said, to
the possibility of a decide! rupture with Austria.

A ukase, dated St. Petersburg, denounces dvath
as the pun'jhmect of murdering woundedaeoldicra
.m the field of battle.
The royal aseect was given to the bill for the en-

Cetmentof foreign soldiers on 23d December, after
which both houses adjourned tc 23d January. The
government is becoming decidedly unpopular. Toe
Tmu attacks it with unmeasured severity, and a

change of ministry may be expected.
On the 36th nit. the Emperor Napoleon opened

Ike French Chambers with a speech, which will b»
ftwnd elsewhere. He holds out no prospect of
peace, and calls for a loan of 600,000,000 francs,
which was voted by tie legislative body. The
speech was well received by all parties, but de-
pseased the fond?.
A story is circulated to tbe effeoi that 15,000

PpeiLah volunteers are to bs placed at the disposal
.f the allies by the government of Spaia. Mr.
ftate was present at a sitting in the Chamber, in
which the sale of Cuba was discussed. The Spa¬
nish government refused to admit the principle
that the flag covered the goods carried under it.
M. TJsedom, u Prusilac envoy, had arrived in

London, and speculation was rife on the subject of
hia suasion. It was supposed by those be it in¬
terned to be only to watch events. A conference
waa being heid at Vienna, at tbe rooms of Lard
Westmoreland, (who waa ill,) betveen the rep-e
eentatrves of the great Powers.
? correspondent of the Timn, writing from

Ttorlo, gives an interesting review or tho present
e«mp!icnt<d state Italian politicB, and norces
ike renewed activity of the revolutionists for tbe
promotion of their objects. It ia hinted that tie
State? are ftll of Rass.an agents, who, it !s alleged,
Btimajate the M&zzini party to action, a d ae*.uai!y
afford funds- We give the letter, with sq im¬
portant addresc from the National Assembly tj the
patriots, and tne latest manifesto of Mazz'-ni.

In commercial and financial affairs there hid
bean no change of importance.
We have revived a letter from on: correspondent

at Caraccas, dated oa 16ih Dec., ia which the
mm dismal picture of social disorganization, sum¬

mary execntiias, aid executive misrule, which
have long prevailed there, ia again presented to
view. Great p*eparatlcsB were being made to re¬
ceive the newly elected President , Jose Tadeo Mo-
nagae, in something like imperial Etate. The p»p*r
currency was depreciated to tbe lowest ebb, and
the Mlis were being b)ught up by agents of the
government. Cholera wae devastating the eastern
section of the country, and eight hundred persons
had died in tics c ty of Cuic&na in twenty days of
tfce disease.

In the United States Senate yesterday, tbe Pa¬
cific Railroad bill and the bill authorising tie con
.auction of public buildings at Piattsburg, were
referred to ocmmi'.tec*. A hill providng for tfie
ante of Rock Island was pissed. The Cocgressboal
CtompeBsation bUl was debated by Mr. Gillette in
fee negative, and Messre. B*3g«r and Toucey in t',e
affirmation, and kid as.de. Tbe Emnty I.\nd bill
agad tbe Judical Rsform bill were also distm»4
mad paastc over, and after a abort exero'Jve session
Ike Senate adj juiced.

In the House of Representatives the Kotw Noth¬
ing question excluded all other considerations. The
Hsim west into eomniVee at an early hoar, noml-

on the Pa. iflc Railroad bill, when Mr. Chand-
let, whig, from Philadelphia, a native of Caps Cjd,
wpHtl to the Know Nothing speech of Mr. Banks,
of Maaeachmetts, aaeemng that tbe head of tbe R>
maa Catholic ehnrch deea not claim the right to
fciei/eri with tne p;»tical affairs of any country,
M that el whiofe he \s the eoverJiS". anhouno-

lif Mmeeif ready, with every other Roman Catholic,
U resist inch an assumption whenever made. Mr.

Cex. of Kentucky, exareaarG himself favorable to
tfce doctrines of the Know Nothing*, and also his
aehef lathe vitality of the whig party. Mr. Per-
Mae, of Louisiana, made some remarks ia support
.f the fropoot d reform in the diplomatic and csnsu-

lu system, walfh had a decided Know Nothing ten-
feaey. Mr. Stephen*, of Georgia, will probably
give his views on the inevitable subject today.
The principal feature of importance In the Board

ef Aldermen last evening waa the first meesaga
from Mayor Wood, whish will be found in cxttnso

m our report of the proceedings, and is ooaunsnted
npon in aaothcr column. The Board, oa motion of
Alderman Howard, concurred by a vote of IS to 10
with the resolution of the Conncilmen ao frequently
before this body, to employ a number of laborer* at
.1 a oay to rase to the ground the ruins of tbe o'd
..tiding in the Park. A rasolotion for a special
.emmittee to consider the establishment of ragged
saaaols for tbe children who are wandering through
the streets, wae adopted.
!2V hard aid! doanitice held a meeting last

1* .

tbc ensuing year. Horaoe F. Clark «u chosen
President. He made a long speech on assuming tSe
chair, in which he declared bis determination to op-
pO:« any attempt at fusion with the softs, unless
they proposed better terms than they had hereto
foie done. The committee was quite full, and they
warmly applauded the sentiment of the speaker.
More to-morrow.
We understand that Gov. Clark has appointed

Mr. Charles E. Birdsall, Police Justice, in place of
Judge Stuart, resigned. Mr. B. will occupy th«
position until the 1st of next Jinuary, when the
Justice chosen at tlie next elec;lon will fill the
vacancy.
Our legidators at Albany, although kirdiy yet

warm in their seats,m vigorously at work framing
laws specially for this city. Among the movements
that were most prominent yesterday were the bills
providing two additional justices of the Marine
Court, and for breaking up toe Consolidated Stage
Company. The bill relative to property and money
found upon persons arrested far crime, which we

publish elfewhere, is a measure that has long besu
needed, and the sooner it goes into practical opera¬
tion the better. The bill to expedite the eleotion of
Gov. Clark's successor in the Senate pawed the
Assembly without opposition, although it elicited
considerable debate touching the propriety of the
Governor's ccurae in the premises. The letter of
our Albany correspondent gives some interesting
information concerning matters at the oipital, whi:h
our readers will no doubt pay attention to.

A meeting of shipowners and ageuts wis held yes
terday on 'Change, at which it was resolved unani¬
mously that the wages of shipcarpenters and caulker"
along shore, should hereafter be $2 60 per day, in¬
stead of $3, and that of laborers $1 50, instead of
$1 76.
Flour was in fair request yesterday, at uuchaagad

prices, except for common State and Canadian
brands, which were tome easier to purchase at
previous quotations. A cargo of common white
Southern wheat sold at $2 22$. Corn was aboat one
cent per bushel firmer. Mess pork, after the news,
was held 12£c. per barrel higher. Toere continued
to be a good demand for pork, lard, beef and
bacon, for export, both to Great Britain and Francs.
Cotton was unaffected by the news, which was
rather more favorable for that article than was ex¬

pected. Before the news 200 to 300 bales were sold,
the market closing firm.

I Tlic (iamtlon of Sewanl'a Re-KIeetloii.-Pre¬
parations .Importance of Defeating the
Arch-Agitator.
As the time for testing the strength of W.

H. Seward in our new Legislature approaches,
the preparations and combinations on both
Bides for the impending struggle begin to dc-
velope themselves in their fall proportions.
We detect them in various things among the
proceedings of the Assembly; in the manoeu-

vringfi of Thurlow Weed and bis understrappers
at Albany; in the continued presence of Se¬
ward himself at the Astor House, when, for
decency's sake, he should be at his post in
Washington; in the tendencies of the adminia-
tion free soilcrs; in the outside Seward conven¬
tion of Know Nothings at Schenectady; and in
the extraordinary State Council of the regular
Know Nothings in this city. All these move¬
ments and incidents tend to illustrate the im¬
portance attached to the coming contest be¬
tween the new Seward disunion anti-slavery
alliance on the one hand, and the opposition
forces of the Union and American conserTa-
tives on the other.
The question of the re-election of the arch-

agitator is a test question in several important
aspects. It is a test between the popular
sentiment of loyalty to the Constitution and
the Union, and the new and seditious anti-
slavery league for sectional agitation and
disunion.it is a test between the conservative
Webster and Fillmore whigs of the State, and
the whippers-in of Seward ; it is a test between
the national democrats and the administration
trading free Boilers ; and last, though not
least, it is a test between the new American
national party called the Know Nothings, and
Seward and his Northarn anti-slavery league,
and hie sectional and disunion programme for
the Presidency.
The brunt of the battle devolves upon the

Know Nothings. The issue is of greater im¬
portance to them than have been the results of
all the recent elections put together. Those
were but the preliminary skirmishes, establish¬
ing no very definite facts, except the workings
of a great popular revolution, seeking a vent
through the most available breaches in the old
demoralized parties of the day. True, toe
Know Nothings in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indi¬
ana. Michigan and elsewhere, have effectually
'. crushed out'' the Cabinet spoils party in the
North true, that in Massachusetts, and to some
extent, also, in our late New York eleotions,
this new American organization have demon¬
strated their hostility, and their power against
the Seward Holy alliance, and the abolition
Hooieties in every shape and form ; but here,
upon this question of Seward'B re election, the
Know Nothings are brought to a distinct, defi¬
nite, and direct issae of victory or defeat, with
the arch-agitatoi himself.
Hence this mustering of the reserves on both

sides.hence the pipe laying of Weed and bis
a'Histants at Albany.hence this spurious Know
Nothing Seward convention at Schenectady.
hence this protracted sojourn of Seward at the
Astor House ; and hence this extra gathering
in State Council of the bona Jide regular
Know Nothings in this city. If Seward is de¬
feated, his political existence is practically
ended, lie falls back into the political impo¬
tence of Martin Van Buren his career is
stopped. his sectional anti-slavery programme
for the succession is demolished, and the coast
is clear in the North. On the other hand, if
Seward is re-elected, the Know Nothings will
not only have their work to do over again
here, but they will be materially damaged in
the South, by their failure meantime to prove
in New York their power and their national
principles.

It »8 very probable that the success or defeat
of Henry A. Wise in Virginia depends upon
the success or overthrow of Seward at
this present session of oar Legislature. Virgi¬
nia is the citadel.the Sebastopol of the Cabinet
spoils democracy of the South. Defeat Wise
as their candidate for Governor there, and they
may be fairly considered as vanquished, from
Virginia to Texas. The prestige which the
Know Nothings will certainly achieve as a na¬
tional party in the defeat of Seward, can hard¬
ly fail of the best results in Virginia ; while,
on the other hand, the triumph of Seward will
unquestionably bo used with effect by the Wis<?
coalition in maintaining the false accusation
that the Know Nothings of this State are in tho
league of the seditious demagogue of Anburn.
To this end we may safely charge the spurious
Know Nothing assemblage at Schenectady;
and for the same object we are apprised that
the emissaries of the administration and of
Tammany Hall arc counselling their partisans
at Atbany to aid in the rc-ekction of Seward.
The recent purchase of the Albany .1rgu» t)r
?Is tkt nOxioktra'io", H. ica'.tic.; ,

had something to do with this important'work
¦of securing Seward's re-election.

01 all men in the United Statw W. H.
Seward has been most active and instrumental
in producing the causes and consequenoea of
our recent party revulsions and revolutions.
He it was who, in 1840 or '41, succeeded in
inveigling Archbishop Hughes into the dirty
squabbles of party politics on the school ques¬
tion. It was the smooth and treacherous de¬
vices of Seward that entrapped the Arch-
bichop into the defilement of his clerical robes
among the whiskey drinking Carbonari of Car¬
roll HalL An anti-Catholic reaction followed,
and riots, and conflagrations, and bloodshed;
and next there arose the Native American
party of 1844. They carried this city, they
controlled the elections in Philadelphia ; and
though in the Presidential canvass of that year
they were overshadowed by the two great old
national parties in the field, the nucleus of the
American party of 1844 has continued intact,
till we find it absorbed in the overwhelming
popular strength of the Know Nothings. So,
too, if Seward was identified with the cause of
Archbishop Hughes, for the sake of the Catho¬
lic vote, in the movement of '44, he and his
agents were no less active for the same object
in behalf of the policy of Bedini on the Catho¬
lic Church property question of the last year.

Tracing, then, directly home to W. H.
Seward this demoralizing and corrupting prac¬
tice of trading for the foreign and Catholic
vote, which has broken up the late whig and
democratic parties, shall we not also hold the
prime conspirator himself responsible for his
plots and treacheries against the public peace
as a public man ? As the instigator of the ruin¬
ous practice to the Irish Catholics of holding
their suffrages as a balance of power in our

elections, he richly deserves to be broken upon
the wheel; but considering his earlier and later
affiliations with the anti-slavery societies, and
especially his present formidable disunion
scheme of sectional agitation, hatched out
among the late pie-bald conventions of Sarato¬
ga, Syracuse and Auburn, hiB case imperiously
calls for his Bpeedy execution.
The national whigs in the Legislature are

few and feeble.the democracy are broken into
fragments.the task devolves upon the new
national and conservative party of the Know
Nothings. They claim the strength.they
know the importance of the issue and its conse¬

quences. Let them act accordingly. Let them
defeat Seward, and not only will New York be
redeemed, bnt Virginia will be regenerated,
and the track, North and South, will thus be
cleared of all obstructions for 1856. What say the
Know Nothings?
Plana ofMunicipal Reform In the legislature.
We publish elsewhere three carious bills

which have been recently introduced into the
Legislature of New York. One, which is fa¬
thered by Mr. Stuyvesant, turns at amending
the law regulating the Police Department by
substituting for the present commissioners a
new body of four men. named in the bill, and
whose successors arc hereafter to be elected by
the people. The bill further declares that on
1st of July, 1855, the term of office of the
present Chief of Police shall expire, and the
validity of all appointments by him made shall
be annulled; and that he shall be succeeded
by another Cbief of Police to be appointed by
the commissioners. Thi-j is a fair sample of the
style of legislation in fashion at Albany. Were
the bill to become law, no conceivable benefit
would be conferred upon the community. No
reason can be brought forward to show that the
new commissioners would answer better than
the old ones, or that a Chief of Police who
should serve only four years would perform his
work better than one appointed during good
behavior. On the contrary, the bill would ag¬
gravate the present crj/ing evil ot divided au¬

thority, by raising up a new power in the shape
of four commissioners independent of the May¬
or and of every one else; it would ensure to
the city an inefficient ignorant Chief of Police
every four years at least; and it would help
four gentlemen to fatten on the treasury at the
rate of $3*000 a year apiece. This, in truth, is
the secret of the whole affair. The object of
the bill i'b to supersede Mr. MatBell for the
benefit of some one in tbo background, and
to feed four anonymous cormorants. It is by no
means the first attempt of the kind that has
been made. It has long been the custom
for disappointed applicants for office to oarry
their sorrows to Albany and to seek to repeal
or amend the law so as to enable them to
obtain the place they failed to secure under its
provisions. If Mr. Stuyvesant's bill succeeds,
Mr. Mat6cll will be thrown overboar 1 and a
fresh man appointed. In July, 1859, the term
of office of the latter will expire, and ho will
be superseded in his turn ; whereupon his dis¬
appointed rivals will go to Albany and have
the law altered once more so a9 to provide for
them. Talk of the paternal government of the
Czar ! Give us a snug republic for ciriair for
idlers.
Then a Mr. Aitkin proposes quite seriously

to " legalize primary elections in the city of
New Y<rk and this a"; a time when the vice
and the corruption and the scand.il and the rot¬
tenness of the hideous sham called primary
elections stink in the nostrils of every honest
man. Mr. Aitkin s bill resembles Mr. Stuy¬
vesant's in one respect ; it is a scheme devised
for personal purpjsea by corrupt individuals.
Mr. Stuyvesant says, let us reform the police
laws so that Matsell may be sent to the right
about and that worthy fellow John or Thomis
appointed in his stead, with four other worthy
fcllowfl as commissioners at $3,000 a year
apiece. Mr. Aitkin in the same way says : let
us legalize primary elections, bo that the
drunken vagabond who have managed then
hitherto shall bo rescued from the insigaifi-
cance into which they are falling, and the
business of governing the country ahall
be kept in their hands and out of the
reach of the respectable citizens who are
trying to seize it. If Mr. Aitkin'B scheme
bears the palm for audacity and impudence, we
must say Mr. Stuyvesant's is the shrewdest.
The Utter provides in a practical way for his
friends. $1,500 to one, $3 000 to others, be¬
sides a comfortable roomjlighted aud warmed :
Mr. Aitkin docB not even l«eg a dollar for his
ward committees. This, considering how they
need it, was a grave omission. Let Mr. Aitkin
reconsider his bill. Let him add a section ap¬
pointing Captain Isaiah Uynders minagerof
primary elections on all sides, with a mug sal¬
ary.would $3,000 be too much ?.from the
State: and in lieu of dollars, let the members of
ward committees be allowed so much rum and
so much tobacco every time they sit. Thus
amended the bill will be more consistent than
at present. an<l cannot fail to pa«<.

lill v." ^ J'.r.rj.t c*va«::r u

amend the city charter has als* been presented
by Mr. Stuyvesant. In some respects it ia an
approach to the charter of 1830, and herein de-
serves commendation. For instance, it confers
on the Mayor the power of appointing the
heads of departments, a change of obvious ex-

pediency; bat it preserves many complications
growing out of the present charters which in¬
terfere with its simplicity and are likely to im-
pair its usefulness. The proper bill to present
at this moment is one which need not contain
half as many sectioas as Mr. Stuyvesant's. It
should make the city government as near as

possible a counterpart of that of the Federal
Union. Under it, the people should elect the
Mayor and both boards of Coaamoa Council;
all appointments should be made by the Mayor,
subject to ratification by the Aldermen, and all
subordinates should be responsible to him for
the discharge of their duty. He should in like
manner be responsible to the people; and to
prevent this responsibility becoming nugatory,
ample means should be provided by the act for
his indictment, just as there are for the Presi¬
dent's impeachment. Then the city would be
properly governed. As it is, we have reason to
be grateful to Mr. Wood for the attempt he is
making to govern, in spite of the absurdities of
the charter.
The Hew Mayor'* First Annual Message.
Mayor Wood has entered upon the duties of

his responsible office with an eye to business.
His first annual message to the Common Coun¬
cil is before our readers. The style of the
document will be regarded as extremely con¬

temptible by young collegians; but in the esti¬
mation of our utilitarian, matter-of-fact fellow
citizens, it will be looked upon in an entirely
different light. It is a business paper, full of
facts, figuys and suggestions, striking straight
home to the interests of our Corporation, the
well being of oar great and increasing city,
and the pockets of our tax paying people.

'

From this message it appears that the actual
amount of the permanent city debt has been
reduced $460,246 since January of last year;
and that the total amount of the funded debt
on the first day of the present year was

$1,164,000, which is an increase, as compared
with the amount of debt of January 2, 1854, of
$204,000. The amouat raised by taxa¬
tion in the city, in 1854, was $4,845,386 07,
and the amount demanded for the pre¬
sent year is $5,918,593 25, being only
the moderate advance in onr city ex¬

penses and liabilities of $1,073,207 18. The
Mayor bluntly remarks, concerning this item,
that " the expenditures have gradually and
steadily increased, though it is well known that
the character of our government has deteri¬
orated." Perfectly true; and ihe deterioration
has advanced pari passu with the corruptions,
log rolling jobs, extravagances, and reckless
wastefulness and negligence which have thus
steadily, from year to year, enlarged our bills
of taxation. The Mayor saj s the people of
the city cannot realize that the real necessities
of the Corporation require such large amounts
of money aB are annually expended. Nor does
he believe it himself, which is a good thing,
especially when followed up with the sugges¬
tion that a "close scrutiny of the various items
composing the account of the disbursing officers
will show that it ia the undue, unnecessary,
extraordinary outlays, without sufficient equi¬
valent, that have swollen our taxes to their
present enormous amount." No doubt of it.
But the "close scrutiny:'' Are we to have

it? Will the Common Council grant it?
Doubtful. We fear that this " close scrutiny"
will end with the reading of the Mayor's mes¬

sage. Still, we shall watch them, and do what
we can to aid the Mayor at a very " clone
scrutiny " of the disbursements ot the people's
taxes. We entirely agree with Mr. Wood, that
the tmallest items of the tea room should be
guardtd au sacredly as the largest speoulating
contract. The step from a box of segars and a

basket of wioe to a haul of a few hundred
tbowands, in a log-rolling job, is very natural
ant) easy.
The Ma; or suggests Various reforms in tbe

Street Department and in tbe City Inspector's
department, well worthy of consideration. His
recommendations regarding taxable property,
the abolition of fees of Corporation officers, the
charging of interest on deposits of the pablic
funds, an also, hie suggestion concerning the es¬
timates and appropriations, the suspended
sales for taxes and assessments, contraota, city
railroad b and omnibuses, abound in the raw
materials for practical retrenchment and re¬
form.
The Mayor exhibits a becoming degree of

solicitude concerning the ' extortions and op¬
pressions nbicb, for many years, luve been
practiced upon the emigrants coming to this
port;'' and calls attention to this subject in
several propositions of amendment, eminently
judicious and salutary. His remarks, also,
upon the pnctice of mcay European govern¬
ments, of shipping their paupers and criminals
to tbe United States, and chiefly to this port,
should be followed up by such legislation on
the part of our Corporation, our Legislature,
and Congress, as the subiqet imperiously
demands. It is q.iite enough that this
country should be universally esteemed as tbe
asjlum of the oppressed of all nations.a« the
land of refuge for the able hearts and will¬
ing hands that are borne down amidst the
over populated despotisms of Europe; but when
those governments undertake to m ike this re¬
public, and particularly this port of New York,

a place ot banishment for their thieves, vaga¬
bonds of all kinds, cut- throats, and helpless
paupers, they are committing an outrage upon
American hospitality which should be resented
With emphasis, promptness and decision.
Our police system ftfpe&rn next to have re¬

ceived the careful consideration of oar induv
trious and active Mayor; and as his recommen-
dations here oomprehend a diminution of ex-

penses and an extension of the sphere of active
employment of the police, one would think the
changes proposed might at least be adopted
without much damage to the public interests. We
concur in aspring charter election, with the view
of separating our municipal politics fVom the
outside party rnbbish of the Stn*,e election*.
We are gratified to tlnd the new Mayor, not-
withstanding his political antecedents of demo¬
cratic economy, in favor of tbe new Central
Park. With regard to the proposed -np-
plcmental buildings to tbe City II til,
tbe new Mayor looks far ahead.
When tbe business of Wall street is
moved up to Canal street, then very likely
our City Hall and its accessories will have to
be transferred to Tompkins. Union or Madison
square; but in the meantime the wants of the
Corpora ion create such a delightful op-ning
for a wholesale job 'ba*. our w >r'.by \lilermen
.L'.vltV. 1 -*< ¦* '

aHp through their firjgen. The public school ex¬

penses, the docks, cattle driving, the relief of
Broadway, and <he existing contracts for clean¬
ing the streexs, are severally touched upon,
with some specific recommendations of amend¬
ment, among the best which have been from
any quarter suggested; and, upon the whole,
this message proves that our new Mayor has
entered upon his official duties with the fix<5d
determination of serving his fellow-citizens to
the very best of his abilities in the vast field
for retrenchment and reform into which he has
been invited.

if the Mayor is sustained in this good resolu¬
tion; if our fellow-citizens see to it that tho
two boards do not lapse, as usual, from fair pro¬
mises into imbecility and corruption, there is
yet hope that, from being the worst governed,
the filthiest, the most expensive and the shab¬
biest city in the Union, New York may yet
become the cleanest, the safest, the healthiest
and the most economical, the most orderly and
the most beautiful, from the steady advances of
improvement, retrenchment and reform. Let
Mayor Wood go ahead and hold fast. The
people will back him in all his good endeavor*,
and enable him at least to stand guard be¬
tween the two boards and the city treasury.
Mork Work tor Marcy..Several shipping

houses in this city have for some time been
engaged in procuring guano from Isle Ave§, a
small island situated in lat. Id, Ion. .0 1-2,
about 400 miles from the coast of Venezuela,
200 miles south of St. Thomas, and 150 miles
west of Gnadaloupe. This island contains a

large quantity of guano, and several cargoes of
it have been recently brought to this port A
few weekB since, while the crews of our vessels
were engaged in securing their cargoes, they
were driven away by an armed ship belonging
to the government of Venezuela, and the island
taken possession of by a body of soldiers.
Now, the question is, to whom does this island
belong? There is an island called Aves just
off the coast of Venezuela, which undoubtedly
belongs to that government; but the Isle Aves
we refer to was formerly under the Danish flag,
and haB been claimed by the French. At all
events, it is pretty certain that Venezuela has
no just claim to it. Here is a chance for Mr.
Marcy; and as there probably is more guano
on this little island than on the whole group of
Gallipagos, it is certainly worth his attention.
It would be well enough to settle the owner¬

ship, so thaf our shipmasters may know who to
deal with.

THE LATEST NEWS.

BY MAGNETIC AND PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.

Important from Washington.
R188IA AM) Til* UN1TKD STATES. JEALOUSY OP THE

EUROPEAN POWERS, ETC.
Washington, Jan. 10, 1865.

Baron Meyendorf, the Russian Ambassador at Vienna,
has communicated to tbe Russian Minister of this city a

piece of information of the highest importance. Aa my
business is (imply to deal with facta, I shall not now
enter into lengthy discussion.
The Baron describes an interview he had with the Em¬

peror Francia Joseph of Auatria, in which he (Meyen-
dorf) ia requested to express to his Majesty the Ouu- his
congratulation! upon the friendly feeling so generally
manifested by the people of the United States for hit Ins
perial Master's success.
Baren Meyendorf continues The present indepen¬

dent stand of the United States is most graciously
eceived by his master, the Czar, who hopes for a con-
'inuaace of it, an doe- also hi* Majesty of Austria.
This I consider important.it is the secret of on; gov¬

ernment's opposition to Clingman's re<olution. TV Ut¬
ter thus received has been read only by the President,
Cabinet, and a few confidential friends in Congrets, who
all regard it in one ligbt.as a friendly request from
these I'owera for non-interference on our part in sue

present war. What are the allies to think of Austria's
.ate treaty, when possessed of these particulars)'

I have here a further secret to communicate:.
Upon tbe receipt in Europe of our recent formed treaty

. ilh Russia, a correspondence took plase betwe.-n
France and England.this treaty and the United States
being the subject-matter of consideration. A check to
the{rasping avarice of the United States was determined
upon.a portion of the nary was immediately recalled.
Lord Clarendon made public that France and England
had in store a something for the United States, after
they had beaten Russia. TlU scheme fe'J through upon
the receipt of unfavorable news from the East.
Our government has possession of these facts and if

not shortly given to the public by the President, your
correspondent will take upon himself the liberty of fur¬
nishing them to the Huuld.
Henry A. Wise thinks his defeat a possible thing

The Hduld is to be held responsible in the event of h s

election proving unsuccessful, having misrepresented
his position with the pocple, throughout.at least to he
writee to his friends in this city.

A defalcation of one of our financial officers, undo the
present adm:nst ration, to a large amount, is secretly
whispered here aa having been discovered a few daya
since. Tbe gentleman i* a resident of one of our princi¬
pal cities.

CONFIRMATIONS BV TUB flUNATl.HEALTH Or II It
MORRIS- ILLNRFS OP MR. W1I.LARD.TBI KIXNgY
KXPBDJTION. COKBt'LS RICOGN1ZKP.

Washington, J,in 11, 1855.
Tbe Senate confirmed, to-day, tbe following appoint¬

ments:.Henry 1>. Whalen as Collector of tbe Port at
Dunkirk, New York; Win. R Hack ley aa District Atl< r-

aey of Florida; Daniel M. Bates as District Judge; and
Samuel De*t»r of Maryland, as Marshal of Kansas Ter¬
ritory; and W. n. Barras at District Attorney of Oregon
Territory.
Mr. Norris is slowly improving, and strong hopes a.-e

entertained of his final recovery.
Mr. Joaeph Willard, one of the proprietors of tVtUarC's

Hotel, now lies In a critical condition, hat 'r.g been at¬
tacked with severe spasms ts day.
The Union of this morning announces that the first

vessel, with the Central American '.olon sts, will sail from
Baltimore on the 25th matant; the second a few days
later, from Mobile; and tbe third from Braaos Santiago.
Seven hundred men go ont in these vessels. Colonel
Kinney wiU sail about the beginning of n»xt month,
either from New York or Philadelphia, in . first class
steamship.
Tbe President has recognised Carl Edward lUbricbt

as Consul for Sweden and Norway at New York, and
Edward Smith Satres as Oeuml for the same Powers at
Philadelphia.

tVITHI ITATBF KtrPRBHC COfBT.
Wabbinoton, Jan 11, 1*1 S.

D. Ira Raker, H. C. <>oodwin. Eeqrs., and Hon. John J.
Taylor, of New York, were admitted ai attorneys and
eonnsellora of this court to-day.
No 40. Kdward M. West, plaintiff in error, ,'o-»|h

Cochran. Tbe argument wa« continued by Mr. Hill, f it
the defendant in error, and by Mr. Blair, for the plain¬
tiff In error. Adjourned till to-morrow, at 11 o'clock,
A. M.

The Maisacbnsstts Senatorahl p.
Bomv>n, Jan. 11, 1*56.

Tuesday next baa been assigned, on the part of the
Honse of Hepresentativea of this State, for tbe election
.f a United States Senator.

Proceedings of the Maine Leglslatare,
Acocsta, (Me.,) Jan. 11, 18:5.

The legislature of this State to-day elected Woodbury
Davis, of Belfast, free eo'Jer, State Treasurer. Nathan
Richards, of Oldtown, a Morrill democrat, was chosen a
member of tbe itate Council, to fill the va ancy th.t
existed.

From Boston.
MUTB OF A MEMBHR OF THE LM1BL ATTItt.ACC1

DEKT, ETC.
Boston, Jan. 11, 18S5.

George Conner, Emj., Representative to tbe Iagisinters
of this Ptato from Beston, died suddenly this s»<n.ag of
heart dise.i e.
John FieM, clerk in the ste -e of A. A Wel!ingt«n. "*«. 21

Dock square. wa« instantly killed by fall ng Ke'wefn the
r'<1 »' ... IltJ .» <«.

lit Know Mottling Convention*.
TH« HPCBIOCB mow NOTHINGS IN AiBAVY.THC
SECOND EDITION or THB BCHINBCTADY CONVEN¬
TION.

Aliukt, Jan. 11, 18(5.
The quiet, honest, sober city of Albany, has been tka

hcune, to-day, of no little excitement, growing eut of
the incursion of a number of bogaa Know Nothing*,
who, it appears, came down by the late train last
evening, and the early run this morning, from the con¬

vention at Schenectady, n notice of which I find in the
Hi hai r> just at band.

It appears that these individuals have resolved to at¬
tend at Albany until after the election of United State*
Senator has been disposed of, in the hop* of inducing
some of the Know Nothing opponents of Mr. Seward
in the Legislatore to believe that an extensive disorgan¬
izing movement exists, and thus giving them courage
to break their connection with the "mysterious
order,* and to return to their allegiance to the Weed and
Seward dynasty. The plot is pretty well conceived, but
it is a little too shallow for success. The trouble is that
the persons forming the ''convention,'' as it is called, of

i the bogus order, are with very fe» exceptions men who
attempted and failed to obtain admission into the origi¬
nal lodges, or who stole inside for treacherous purposes,
and suddenly left under the vropuisive influence of the
toe of Know Nothingism, applied in fundaMrutum.
It will readily be seen that the original Simon Pares

will have no dread of such a flimsy combination I would
observe, too, that the policy of the movement is very
seriously questioned by the Albany rulers, and it is
more than suspected that Mr. Weed will put a quitlus
upon it in a most pe. "inptorv manner. He believes
that while rendering tlie genuine American party even
more inveterate against the Champion of Canal Diggers,it will startle the " furriners,'' aud induce them To re
gard the Auburn agitator as very little better than the
great Hindoo.
Among the delegates at Schenectady yesterday, was

Swain, of the Timet. He was specially despai red byRaymond, who it is currently believed is a "member in
good standing'' in the bogus"order, with instructions tc
make a hard tight for the motion to adjourn to Albany.This motion, as you have already been advised by yourtelegraphic correspondent, met with much opposition
from some Western delegates, who doubted its policy,and was once laid on the table. But at the lat« session
last night it was again called up, and after * spicy da-
bate, was adopted. Home of the Western representatives,however, declined attending the adjourned meeting,and signified their Intention to leave for home. Mr.
Cobb, of Syracuse, who is ('resident of th* convention,
was very anxious to get through business, but the preli¬minaries are purposely delayed In order to keep the con¬
vention together ss long as po»siblo. The President anil
Secretaries made reports, but the Treasurer's was not
forthcoming, in consequence, it was hinted, of the ''bog-early account" it would present. Swain is quite busyin the convention, and acts under instructions direct
from headquarters. Mr. Raymond Is very sanguine in
the policy of the movement. It will he rather curious
to observe what position the rusty philosopher of the
Tribune will take, and to mark whether his bitter de¬
nunciations of Know Nothingism will extend so far as to
include the bogus Sewardite order. DALTON.

THB r\OW NOTHING CONVENTION AT RCHENECTADT.
Schekkctadt, Jan. 11, 1866.

The Know Nothing convention in session here har
not, we have good reason to believe, traniacted any busi¬
ness of importance as yet, and several of the member*
have gone to Albany this afternoon, probably to consult
with their friends at the capital.

Interesting from Albany.
THE ELECTION IN THE TWENTY-NINTH SENATE DIS¬

TRICT.LEGISLATIVE MEA8UBES FOB NEW YORK
CITY.MOW NOTHING MOVEMENTS, ETC.

Albany, Jan. 11, 1866.
I The daily session* of both branch** of the Legislature

are quite short, averaging less than one honr and a half,
including prayers. The member* of the House, not jet
having become sufficiently familiarized, move rather
cautiously. To day the House passed the bill to expe¬
dite the Senatorial election in the Twenty-ninth district.
It was taken up in Committeo of the Whole at an early
hour, and agreed to, letter for letter as it fell from the
pen of Mr. Odell, of Livingston. Wh»n the question wan

about to be taken to report the bill to the Honce, the
Hoc. Mr. Fitch, who beari, dignifiedly, the whole of
Franklin county upon his shoulders in the House, roee
to make a speech. It being Uis maiden effort, every
eye turned upon him. ne defended his Excellency,
from the charge contained in some of the Know Nothing
papers, t> at he had delayed LI* resignation as Senator,
and the issuing his proclamation for the election of a
Senator to till the vacancy. The honorable Speaker,
very accurately reported the reasons which the news¬
papers had previously given In defence of the Governor,
and convinced His Excellency's friends that legally andreally the election could not have been ordered at an
earlier day. Subsequently, on motion of Mr. Odell, the
bill was passed, receiving 112 votes, with none in the
negative. There will be no objections to its passagethrough the Senate.
Notwithstanding every care has been taken so to form

the bill a* to permit the new Senator in his seat before
the United States Senator question comes to a vote, it
is secretly boasted that there is a flaw which will detain
the tlnal canvass and notification boyond the time anti

> ipatecb Of course Senators Whitney And Williams will
ii troduce amendments ol a positive character.
The New York delegation laid several matters of cityimportance before tbe House to day. Mr. Stuyvesant,

a bill to creatc an additioual juMico of the Marine Court.
It is alleged that the Increase of business in that court
is bo large that 1; Is impossible for the present judges to
dispense justice with such care, reflection and delibera
tion as is uecessary in most cu> a.
Mr. Munday gav« notice of a bill to repeal ee-tain sec

tions of an act entitled an act authorizing the formation
o( stage companies in the city of New York. It ia as¬
serted that the present consolidated company is a
powerful monopoly. The only license which they paythe corporation <a twentv dollars per stage, and this
license cannot be revoked or annulled, let the conse
quences be what they may, unless by a vote of two-
tiiirdi) in both braD. h*t» of the Council, wliich is next to
an impossibility. Tbe stages cut up the streets more
than all ohsr vehicles, and the small - .in of
twenty dollars, which cannot be increased under
the present law. is no remuneration to the cityfor tbe expense of repairing stitv'ts torn up lij themNo doubt the stage companies will send a -lelegitlon to
tho Legislature to defend their -'legal right*," us theydesignate tb<n>. Rut Mr Munday can keep out of the
way of the omnibuses much casUr than Jim Brady'*friends from the rural districts."

Mr. McLaughlin introduced a bill to provide for the
payment of petty jurors in civil actions. He proposesto give eich one dollar and flfty cents i>er day >n addi¬
tion to the twelve and a half cents now received, for the
trial of eveiy suit. This is a ju»t propotitioa, thoughit is thought tbe lawyers will oppose it.
The resolution offered a day or two since by tbe Hon.

Mr. 1'etty, instructing the judiciary committee to in¬
quire into tbe expediency of rerlri<-t:ng or ann>ill ng the
naturalization laws, was called, up for considers
tion bv that gentleman. Mr. Atken thought it
was a mat;er wbirli the Ijeginlature had no right
to medlle with, as it legitimately belonged to Cougress.All the power possessed by the State Legislature is to
limit tbe time a person shall reside in the .State, countyand town, before he can exercise the right of sufcrtge.Mr. I'etty again took the floor, and read two or three
foolscap written pages with considerable fluency, pre¬
senting bis aide wltli such convincing argument that im¬
mediately thereafter, on motion of Mr. Munday, the sub¬
ject was laid on the table. The Know Nothings did not
rnlly in the support of the Hon. Mr. Petty. I>e theybegin to show the white feather r

Mr. Headly.of Orange, immediately afterwarjs Intro
duced "8am,'1 in somewhat different attitude, b> sub¬
mitting a joint resolution instructing Congress to make
rovision that hereafter no naturalised person shall be
.aignated by the President or Senate, to

represent the United States at any foreigncourt or government. This is intended to
operate aa a rebuke upon Pretident Pierce for having
selected such men a* belmoot, Soule, Owen, O'Sulli-
van and others, aa representatives abroad. Though the
wings pnave a large msjority, and Mr. Headey a leadm*
one in the Home, still there la reason to believe the
resolution will not be adopted.
On Mr. Blatchford's motion it was agreed tb it when

the House aJjourn to-morrow, it remains adjourned
until Monday, at 12 o'clock M.
Mr. Blatchford presented his bill relative totte raUing

money by tarnation in tbe city of New York, specifyingthe objects and purpoees. [The bill was published in
yesterday'* paper.]

DEATH OP MRS. PHILIP 8. VAN REN84KLAEf
Albaxv, Jan. 11, 1HH6.

Tbe widow of /htiip 8. Van Rensselaer, formerly
Mayor of thi* city, died last evening, aged M.

Later from Rio Janeiro.
STATE or TBI MAREBTR- SHIPPING INTEL I.IOKM.II.

NATAL NEW*.
Paium i.phu, Jan. It, MM.

By the arrival of the clipper ship Gray Kagle. we have
dates from Rio de Janeiro to the fth of December.
The total shipments of eolfee (or tbe month of No»*m

ber amounted to 170.404 bags, of which 23,440 bags wet*

to New York and 10,000 to Baltimore, The Hesitation*
for flour are as follow*:.Western, $22 a $23; Baltimore,
$22 a $22 Ml: Philadelphia, $21 a $22; Richmond »2| a

$26. %
The Gray Eagle left in port at Rio the ship* IhtnthM,

K.rklanO. sad Indus, and the schooner Kent, f«r ffalti-
m< re: also the shipa Mary Misabeth, and Spirit nt the
Sea. from Boston, also the ship Simeon Draper, ,-osa

New York for Ban Mae, repairing. In port also .ere the
United States shipa Independence, the flag ship »i < oaa

n««lore Mervine, boualto the Pacific, and the 9* « imcab
the flag ship of Commodore Salter.

Ftuther from liavaiaa.
Coil-ami. H. C. Jaa. 1*. Is.'*.

The New Otlear.s paper* of Saturday la«t are re. elve
*Bd contain full letall* of the latest aew* from llsiss

rhettialol K* teatpes aius laooste was profre.. n
T'# | *-.!!.-.><« WM t* h'H f
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